Dear GlobalGiving Donor,

You probably don’t know me. You have never heard of me before. And I doubt that we will ever meet. But I know you. Actually I know you very well.

You see, I tested HIV+ some months ago. In my country Kenya, this is a death sentence. A walk to the gallows. To the hangman’s noose. To the gas chamber. To the electric chair.

Definite death….this is what being HIV+ sometimes means.

I was isolated and mocked by my community, cajoled and rejected by my close relatives. Lost my job, my friends. And my wife. A marked man. That was me.
And then I met you. When you donated your dollars to the Advocates for Teen Mothers Group through GlobalGiving.
Joining the support group really changed me: I appreciate life; I live one day at a time; I value every second of each day…and most of all, I have hope. Because of you.
I have regained my self-worth; have more self-confidence and has become a pillar of hope to other people infected or affected by HIV in my small, poor community. Through your donation, the death sentence has been reversed.

I’m now able to access antiretroviral drugs. I can confidently visit the local dispensary for regular medical check-up. I take part in community activities. I have become a peer educator. I’m the leader of one of the community-based support groups. Because you donated your dollars to ATM.

My late wife would have been proud of me. I wish she were here to share these moments with me. But I’m glad that I’m there for my seven children. I know that as long as ATM continues to support us, they will be in good hands. Even when I’m gone.

We have just celebrated the World HIV Day. Your donation played a huge role in bringing my community together. We have become a rainbow family. I REALLY look forward to next year’s celebration. I pray that I’ll be strong enough to attend. And I also know that I can count on your support.

I’m feeling a slight headache, so I’ll stop writing. At least for now. But I just want you to know that I can never stop thanking you. And I’m speaking on behalf of a whole community.
Kindly accept our heartfelt gratitude. Thank you so much. We just hope that you will be part of this journey over the coming months. We really appreciate you.
In my native language, Swahili, we say ASANTE SANA! Thanks so much!!

Abel

